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Intercountry adoptees constitute a distinct acculturating group that differs from traditional immigrant
groups. Yet, there is a lack of research examining the psychosocial processes related to the well-being of this
group and how these differ from other immigrant groups. A study carried out in Italy based on a sample
group of young immigrants (N = 168) and intercountry adoptees (N = 160) tests a model in which social
(perceived discrimination) and family factors (parental autonomy support) predict psychological well-being.
The model also examines whether these associations are mediated by Bicultural Identity Integration (BII),
the degree to which the ethnic and national identities are experienced as blended and compatible.
Results indicate that while discrimination undermines BII among immigrants, it does not among
adoptees. Moreover, parental autonomy support improves BII for both immigrants and intercountry
adoptees. The findings showed significant associations between BII and psychological well-being. The
implications of these results are discussed with regard to possible interventions with immigrants and
intercountry adoptees.
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This study of transracially adopted adolescents and their White parents examines the role of two types of
parental racial socialization, preparation for bias and cultural socialization, in protecting adoptees from the
impact of discrimination. Sixty-six transracially adopted adolescent-parent dyads in the United States
completed an online questionnaire. Preparation for bias, and not cultural socialization, protected
transracial adoptees from discrimination-related stress, in particular when experiencing high levels of
racism. The importance of parents talking to their transracially adopted adolescents about racism and how to
cope with it and the value of researchers examining types of racial socialization separately as opposed to
broadly are discussed.
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In response to the growing trend of White parents adopting children from different racial backgrounds, and
heeding the call for more research on adoption-related issues, the present study examined the relationship
between perceived racial discrimination and mental health of 206 adult transracial adoptees adopted by
White parents. In addition, the study examined adoptive parent racial socialization as a buffering variable in
the perceived discrimination-mental health link. We hypothesized that racial discrimination experiences would
be related to greater psychological distress and poorer psychological well-being. Furthermore, we expected
the relationships between perceived discrimination and mental health outcomes to be weaker for transracial
adoptees who reported higher levels of parental racial socialization by their adoptive parents during their
youth, but stronger for those reporting lower levels of parental racial socialization. Interestingly, our results
showed that racial socialization functioned differently depending on the mental health outcome under
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investigation. Although, as expected, racial discrimination was positively associated with psychological
distress and negatively related to psychological well-being, parental racial socialization only
moderated the discrimination-distress link. Limitations and implications for research, practice, and policy
are discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2019 APA, all rights reserved).
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Parents raising children adopted from a different racial/ethnic group usually engage in cultural socializationproviding activities in adoptees' birth culture-hoping to instill pride and help adoptees develop a positive
identity. Adoptive parents engage in a wide variety of socialization activities, yet adult adoptees have
reported not having deep enough exposure from their parents. The present study explored the depth of
cultural socialization in transracial adoptive families. Informed by Pinderhughes' Ethnic-Racial Socialization
model, this study developed a continuum examining the depth in cultural socialization with three indicators:
(1) the depth of cultural activities, (2) parents' motivation for cultural socialization, and (3) parental
cultural attitudes. Qualitative analyses of 41 White parents raising children adopted from China found
that parents' motivation and acknowledgement of cultural differences reflected deep appreciation of
adoptees' birth culture, however, activities they provided were not as deep. Activities that facilitated
close relationships with people who shared adoptees' background in a natural context appeared to
provide the deepest cultural connection. Despite limitations, the study demonstrated that the depth
continuum was able to capture variations and nuances in cultural socialization. Suggestions for future
research and recommendation for practice were also included.
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As millions of children continue to live without parental care in under-resourced societies in low- and middleincome countries (LMICs), it is important for policymakers and practitioners to understand the specific
characteristics within different care settings and the extent to which they are associated with outcomes of
orphan and separated children (OSC). This study was designed to (1) examine if the psychosocial wellbeing of OSC in under-resourced societies in LMICs is more dependent on the availability of certain
components of quality of care rather than the care setting itself (i.e. the residential care-based or
community family-based setting), and (2) identify the relative significance of certain components of quality
of care that are associated with a child's psychosocial well-being across different OSC care settings. This
study drew from 36-month follow-up data from the Positive Outcomes for Orphans (POFO) Study and used a
sample population of 2,013 (923 institution- and 1,090 community-based) OSC among six diverse
study sites across five LMICs: Cambodia, India (Hyderabad and Nagaland), Kenya, Tanzania, and
Ethiopia. Analyses showed that all four components of quality of care significantly predicted child
psychosocial well-being. Child psychosocial well-being across "high" and "low" levels of quality of care
showed negligible differences between residential- and community-based care settings, suggesting
the important factor in child well-being is quality of care rather than setting of care. Practical and policy
implications and future research are discussed.
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Background. Having a child is important among married women in Northern Ghana. Among married women,
infertility is the main factor causing childlessness. Child adoption provides an alternative for married women
to have children. The purpose of the study was to explore the perceived barriers of child adoption among
women with infertility. Methods. The study used an exploratory qualitative approach to understand barriers of
child adoption. The study was conducted among 15 women attending fertility clinic in a mission hospital in
Northern Ghana. Participants were purposively recruited and data collected by individual face-to-face indepth interviews. The interviews were audio-recorded, transcribed, and analysed using content analysis. Data
were collected between January and March, 2016, in an office in the hospital. Results. The results suggest that
barriers of child adoption include negative reaction of husbands, psychological dissatisfaction, and family
dynamics. It was realised that husbands’ reaction includes preference for biological children and
marrying of second wives. Child adoption was psychologically dissatisfying to participants with some
suggesting that it will make no difference and is a sign of acceptance of defeat in the quest to have
biological children. The study findings also suggested that family dynamics that could hinder the
practice of child adoption includes high value for blood relations, blaming of the woman,
unpredictable family influence, discrimination against the adopted child, and family not allowing the
adopted child to inherit property. Conclusion.The preference for biological children is by far an
outstanding barrier and a major influence of all the emanating barriers associated with child adoption.
There is the need for public education and special counselling session for husbands and other family
members on child adoption as an alternative solution for infertility.
The aim of this study was to describe the cultural attitude of Batswana people towards adoption. The study
employed a cross-sectional survey design and is descriptive in nature. It followed a quantitative approach and
reached 83 respondents representative of designated organisations rendering services to adoptive parents in
Ikageng, Potchefstroom. A questionnaire containing closed-ended questions was used. Demographical
information was included to test the construct validity on different variables, namely the birthparent, adoptive
parent and the adopted child. The findings of the study indicated that the Batswana community have a
positive attitude towards adoption.

55(2): 176-+.
Roots

Overig

Agoglia, I. S. and D.

Voor geadopteerden uit Chili die

Marre (2020).

zochten naar hun roots, bleken de

"Children forever:
The search for

zoektochten vaak moeilijk te zijn.
Ondanks de veranderde

origins among
Chilean adults who

wetgevingen bleek het idee van een
‘scherpe breuk’ nog sterk te heersen

were adopted."

en beschouwde men hen toch als

Child & Family
Social Work 25(1):
127-134.

‘minderjarigen’ die bescherming van
officials of ouders nodig hadden.

There has been a global increase in the number of adults who were adopted searching for their origins. This
trend has promoted the interest of social sciences researchers, as well as carry out the obligations of states to
provide specialized services. In this article, we present some results from the first qualitative study that
explores the experiences of some Chilean adults who were adopted and searched for their origins in Chile
through the National Service of Minor's Search for Origins Program. The narratives of the participants show
that, in spite of legislative changes, a series of barriers and contradictions continue to exist, which
make it difficult to guarantee the right to know one's origins. The legal and technical frameworks and
practices analysed show how difficult it is to dismantle the "clean break" principle. They also highlight
the persistence of the image of adoptees as "minors" who need the "protection" of their parents or
professionals. We discuss the different challenges to be considered by researchers, practitioners, and policymakers involved in adoption policies and practices.
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We investigated the relationship between adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) and children’s internalising
symptoms and externalising problems in the Wales Adoption Cohort Study, a prospective longitudinal study
that used case file records (<i>n</i> = 374) for a sample of British children adopted from care (<i>M</i> =
2 years, 55% male). Parents (<i>n</i> = 96) completed questionnaires at 3–5 months, 15–17 months, and 31–
33 months post-placement. We hypothesised that: (1) children adopted from care would have experienced
more ACEs than children in the general population; (2) the number of ACEs would be associated with higher
internalising symptom and externalising problem scores; and (3) adoptive parental warmth would moderate
the relationship between ACEs and post-placement internalising symptoms and externalising problems.
Nearly half (42%) of the children experienced four or more ACEs. Internalising symptoms and
externalising problems were significantly higher than the UK general population. The number of ACEs
was associated with internalising symptoms 3 years post-adoptive placement but this relationship was
moderated by adoptive parental warmth. This study profiles the experiences and characteristics of a
national sample of adopted children and highlights the potential importance of parent warmth as a factor
that ameliorates the impact of ACEs on poor child outcomes.

Children who join families through the process of adoption, whether through a domestic or international
route, often have multiple health care needs. Pediatricians and other health care personnel are in a unique
position to guide families in achieving optimal health for the adopted children as families establish a medical
home. Shortly after placement in an adoptive home, it is recommended that children have a timely
comprehensive health evaluation to provide care for known medical needs and identify health issues that are
unknown. It is important to begin this evaluation with a review of all available medical records and
pertinent verbal history. A complete physical examination then follows. The evaluation should also
include diagnostic testing based on findings from the history and physical examination as well as the
risks presented by the child's previous living conditions. Age-appropriate screenings may include, but
are not limited to, newborn screening panels and hearing, vision, dental, and formal behavioral and/or
developmental screenings. The comprehensive assessment may occur at the time of the initial visit to
the physician after adoptive placement or can take place over several visits. Adopted children can be
referred to other medical specialists as deemed appropriate. The Council on Adoption, Foster Care, and
Kinship Care is a resource within the American Academy of Pediatrics for physicians providing care for
children who are being adopted.
The present study provides a meta-analytic review of romantic relationships of adoptees and those who have
experienced foster care. Specifically, involvement in romantic relationships and quality of romantic
relationships were examined. The meta-analysis included studies examining adopted and biologically-reared
samples (11 studies, 18 effect sizes), as well as studies examining foster and biologically-reared samples (7
studies, 11 effect sizes). Additionally, the current meta-analysis includes prevalence rates of involvement in
romantic relationships for adopted (5 studies, 5 effect sizes) and foster (14 studies, 17 effect sizes) samples.
Results indicate that adopted and foster samples are largely similar to biologically-reared samples in
their involvement in and quality of romantic relationships. These findings represent the current state of
the literature on romantic relationships of adoptees and individuals who experienced foster care.
Furthermore, our findings provide important directions for future research.
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There is very little published literature on 'what works' in terms of support for birth mothers following the loss
of their children to compulsory adoption or foster care. The aim of this article is to raise the voices of a group
of birth mothers, a historically stigmatised, powerless and neglected group, with substantial experience of
counselling following the loss of a child. A user of services and expert by experience was recruited to join
the research team and was consulted at all stages of the research process. Five birth mothers were
interviewed regarding their experiences of involvement with a counselling service for birth relatives postchild removal. These interviews were systematically analysed using an IPA methodology through the lens of
the research question: What are the experiences of birth mothers who engage in person-centred
counselling following the loss of a child or children to compulsory adoption or foster care? Three
master themes were constructed from the data: 'From feeling alone, judged and let down horizontal
ellipsis to feeling part of a special relationship', 'The healing process' and 'My children are my world'.
The clinical invitations extended by these findings are discussed.

